
Board News 

Special points of interest: 

• A special thank you goes out to 

all of our supporters.  We ap-

preciate all your help and pray-

ers in our calling to educate the 

covenant youth God has given 

us. 

• The annual Association meet-

ing took place on June 3.  The 

following board members were 

elected to 3-year terms: Jake 

Andringa, Eric Lindsey, Mike 

Vermeer, and Ryan (Melanie)

Zandstra. 
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Reflector 

Students, teachers, parents and 
friends of Heritage Christian High School/
Protestant Reformed Christian School, it 
seems as if it were just yesterday new 
shoes, fresh boxes of crayons, crisp fold-
ers, and unfilled notebooks entered the 
hallways of school, carried by our children 
excited for the first day of school. As the 
fourth quarter has drawn to a close – the 
notebooks are now filled, folders are a 
little worn, crayons are worn down and 
shoes a little scuffed. But, as the Board 
has observed over the past year and you as 
parents have experienced – the excitement 
of teaching, learning and reveling in 
God’s creation and His Word did not 
wane in our children and in the staff. As 
we reflect upon this past year, we may 
join Isaiah to “lift up your eyes on high, 
and behold who hath created these things, 
that bringeth out their host by num-
ber.” (Isaiah 40:26a) 

To the teachers and staff, thank 
you for your commitment each day to our 
students in assisting our parents in raising 
up the children in the fear of the Lord. To 
our students, it is our hope and prayer that 
you have endeavored to use and build the 
skills God has given you throughout the 
past school year. To our parents, thank 
you for your encouragement to the staff, 
and we encourage you to continue over 
the summer months cultivating the skills 
learned by your children in this past year. 

From the auction to supporting the 
school for hot lunch preparation and many 
other tasks, the Board recognizes and ap-
preciates the work of the Ladies Auxiliary 
for the schools and expresses thanks for 
your past and future efforts in this fiscal 
year.  Many other aspects of school opera-

tions are filled with volunteers, coaches, 
aides and support staff, and we thank you 
for your tireless dedication. This dedica-
tion continued to be evident as the Board 
conducted their board visits this past 
spring – whether a board member visits 
for the first or third time – the efficiency 
by which the school is run and the Godly 
atmosphere is certainly evident. 

The Education Committee contin-
ues to assess and develop the school 
schedule and course offerings for 
2019/2020. Commencing next year, Greg 
Lenting will work with Ted Andringa to 
replace him as the Athletic Director. 
While not fully retired yet – we thank Ted 
for his years of service and dedication to 
the school. We also extend a note of con-
gratulations to Administrator Ralph Mede-
ma. This May he received his Master’s 
Degree from Dordt College in Teacher 
Leadership.  

The Building and Grounds Com-
mittee continues to spend time and effort 
to keep the building and grounds in great 
shape. Thanks to their committee for their 
effort and implemented knowledge to 
keep the school operational and in work-
ing condition.  

The Endowment Fund Committee 
again expresses their thanks to those who 
contribute to the Endowment Fund.  The 
current balance in the Endowment Fund is 
over $930,000. The Committee requests 
that you consider including the Endow-
ment Fund as part of your estate plan, 
such as by naming the Endowment Fund 
as a beneficiary under your will or 
trust.  Your gifts will benefit our school, 
our parents and our children by helping to 
contribute to the costs of Christian educa-
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tion both now and in the future. 
The Progress and Promotion Committee thanks 

you for attending and supporting the spring dinner – over 
$30,000 was raised for the school. As well, thanks for 
attending the “Protect Young Eyes” event held April 18. 
Pastor Doug Crawford from Protect Young Eyes was 
extremely helpful in providing information for us as par-
ents on technological dangers and protections we can use 
to safeguard our children. Informative sessions were held 
with students (6th-12th grades) as well. We encourage you 
to engage with your children on the topics raised.  

The Federation Delegates (Federation of 
Protestant Reformed Christian Schools) have also been 
participating in broader work for all Protestant Reformed 
Christian Schools. Short promotion videos have been 
developed to encourage students to become teachers, the 
Federation has developed a summer course to be held 
June 20 (“When Your Student is Hurting: Biblical and 
Reformed Counseling”), and recently the Federation ap-
proved Tier 2 of a Teacher Mentoring Program, which 
focuses upon first year teachers.  

Fourteen seniors graduated from high school this 
year and thirty-one students from eighth grade. Gradua-
tion occurred  on May 31, at Crete PRC, with Professor 
Dykstra serving as speaker for the event. We appreciated 
his address to the students entitled “As ye received Jesus 
Christ...Walk!” based on Colossians 2:6,7.  

With the fiscal year ending July 31st, 2019, the 
Finance Committee notes that $115,000 of the budgeted 

$191,400 amount has been collected through April. This 
leaves $76,400 to be collected in the next two months.  We 
give thanks to all those for their continued financial support 
and we thank God for the financial upholding of our 
school. 

As we look ahead to the 2019/2020 school year, we 
are excited to announce that all of our teachers are return-
ing next year. Due to the growth of the high school 
(estimated to be 85 students next year), the board has hired 
Mr. Josh Mingerink as a full time high school teacher. The 
board has also hired Mr. Derrick Span, from Lacombe, Al-
berta, to teach fifth grade next year. His anticipated start 
date is January 2020.  Mrs. Shanda Houck has agreed to 
teach 5th grade for the first half of the school year which 
will allow Mr. Derrick Span to graduate from college and 
aquire the needed visa to move to the United States.  

We encourage you to communicate with the teach-
ers, administrators and board as we endeavor alongside 
you, the parents, in offering a rigorous and Reformed edu-
cation.  As we conclude this year, we again covet your 
prayers and support for the staff, students and fellow par-
ents.  As a Board, we pray for wisdom to lead this school in 
a Godly manner as we seek to instruct our covenant youth. 
Whether our position is seeking the instruction of the child 
in the pew, in the home, in school, or as a grandparent, rel-
ative or friend, with confidence we call on His name, for 
we know “He calleth them all by names by the greatness of 
His might, for that He is strong in power; not one 
faileth.” (Isaiah 40:26b)  

  

HCHS Valedictorian Graduation Speech 

 On behalf of the class of 2019, I’d like to thank 
everyone who helped us get to where we are now. First 
and foremost, I thank our heavenly Father, who has 
blessed us so much. He has given us the opportunity to 
go to a Christian school our whole life and have so many 
godly influences along the way. We have godly parents 
and teachers who we learned from every day; ministers 
who taught us catechism and helped us understand the 
doctrines we hold to. 

And even though many of us have been suffering 
from senioritis and are ready for high school to be over, 
our Christian education has been a great blessing for us. 
We are so thankful for our incredible parents and family 
who have sacrificed so much time and effort to put us 
through this school. In the past, you have helped us with 
homework and projects and now you support us and help 
us make decisions for our futures. You have always been 
there for us, in the thick and the thin, guiding us in our 
walks. 

I would like to give a special thanks to Mrs. 
Maatman for everything she’s done for us. Kindergarten 
is where you get your first impression of school and 
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learning away from your parents and even though we were 
her very first Kindergarten class, she did an amazing job of 
giving us a strong basis for the rest of our years of schooling. 

I’d like to thank the rest of our teachers who have 
had to put up with our, let’s be honest, almost perfect behav-
ior these past years. You have not only taught us about our 
given subjects, but you have also applied our studies to our 
spiritual lives and showed how God’s work is evident in all 
aspects of life. 

Classmates, in all these years we’ve been together, 
it’s amazing we can still put up with each other. We’ve had 
so many great experiences and memories built up through 
the years. We’ve gotten along in school and we had a great 
relationship outside of school too. But now that our high 
school career is over, it’s time to move on to the next phase in our lives. Some of us plan to go to college; others will go 
right into full-time work. Wherever we choose to go with the rest of our lives, God has a plan for each one of us. We 
have been rooted strongly in the truth with the guidance of our parents, teachers, ministers and everyone else who has 
been involved in our education and in our daily walk. May God be with us in this next phase of our lives. 
Thank you. 

-Connor Houck 

CLASS OF 2019 GRADUATION TEXT: 

As ye have therefore received Christ Je-

sus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted 

and built up in him, and stablished in 

the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

Colossians 2:6,7 

Secretary’s Annual Report 
 At the end of another school year we give thanks to God for the schools we’ve been given to instruct our 
youth.  We are thankful to God for the financial support given to the school from the association members over the past 
year.  We realize providing education comes with a great expense. The members on the School Board also covet the love 
and support that you members of the association show to everyone involved in the work of the school, from the adminis-
trators, teachers, support staff, volunteers and ladies auxiliary.  With deep humility we recognize that “Except the LORD 
build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.”  
 We extend congratulations to the classes of 2019. Fourteen students graduated from the 12th grade and thirty-one 
students from the 8th grade. We pray that God will guide these students as they continue onward, whether to high school, 
college, or enter the work force. We recognize God has blessed the graduating high school students with a wide array of 
gifts and vocational and scholastic abilities. Of the fourteen high school graduates, three will be entering the trades, one 
is attending Purdue Lafayette, two are attending Purdue North West, one will be at Trinity Christian College, one at 
Dordt University, one at Valparaiso University, one at Grove City College, one at Ivy Tech, one at Davenport, and at 
Paul Mitchell. Many of these students are the recipients of significant scholarships. Please, be an encouragement to these 
young men and women, and to all of our students, that they labour in the Lord. 
 We are pleased to report to you that our administrators and all our teachers have signed contracts to teach again 
next year. We are excited to enlarge the high school teaching staff next year – we welcome Josh Mingerink to the high 
school, we eagerly await approval by immigration officials to enable Derrick Span to begin teaching fifth grade, in Janu-
ary of 2020, and we welcome Shanda Houck to the teaching staff as she teaches fifth grade next fall. 
 Dedication, diligence and devotion – these attributes and more are repeatedly observed by the Board of the fac-
ulty, administrators, supporting staff, volunteers and ladies auxiliary group in the past school year. We express our ap-
preciation to the faculty and administrators for continuing to develop their curriculums to meet the needs of our students 
in a changing society, for engaging in additional educational and seminar opportunities themselves, and for enabling our 
students to achieve and maximize their individual academic abilities. What joy it is to come along side you, the parents, 
as we engage in this mighty task of teaching our children.  
 We thank the retiring board members: Stephan De Jong, Brad Lenting, Phil E. Van Baren, and Joel Zandstra for 
their labors the past three years. At the same time, we welcome and thank the newly elected board members for their 
willingness to serve our community.  We also thank all the members of the constituency who have served on various 
subcommittees of our board.  Your work and dedication is very much appreciated.   
 We look forward to the coming academic year. Particularly, we encourage you to reach out to the school board 
to communicate ways we can continue to provide a solid Christian education. It is our prayer that the administrators, 
teachers, association members and families will work together in the spirit of unity to educate our youth. 
In His service,  
Nathan Vis, Secretary 



August 27: School Begins 

September 2: Labor Day 

October 9: PreACT (for all sophomores) 

October 16: PSAT (optional for juniors) 

October 16-18: PRTI Convention (3 full days off) 

November 1: End of 1st quarter (PRCS 1/2 day) 

November 1: Fall Promotional Dinner 

November 7, 11: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

November 15: PRCS Music Program 

November 27-29: Thanksgiving Break (1/2 day on 27th) 

December 13: HCHS Christmas Program 

December 19: PRCS Christmas Program 

December 20: PRCS Classroom Celebrations (1/2 day) 

December 23-January 3: Christmas Break 

January 6: School Resumes 

January 15-17: HCHS Exams 

2019/2020 School Calendar 

HCHS Honor Roll 

Freshmen 
Morgan Bennett 
Dora Bruinsma 
Karissa Moore 
Sophia Smits 

David Terpstra 

Sophomores 
Vanessa Andringa 
David Holleman 
Joshua Houck 
Earl Kamps 

Emma Lenting 
Jacob Moore 

Josephine Ophoff 
Troy Ophoff 

Dylan Poortinga 
Jared Van Baren 

Juniors 
Noah Bauer 

Matthew Gagliardi 
Jane Mancusi 
Sadie Smits 

Luke Van Baren 
Abigail Van Der Noord 

Seniors 
Elizabeth Hillegonds 

Julia Holleman 
Connor Houck 

Nathan Mancusi 
Carlie Poortinga 

Ryanne Van Overloop 
Morgan Van Der Griend 

Freshman 
Madison Bennett 
Isabel Lubbers 

Jonathon Hillegonds 
Michael Mancusi 
Jonah Regnerus 

Julie Vander Meulen 
Renae Van Overloop 

Sophomores 
David De Jong 
Sean Dykstra 

Mark Holleman 
Carly Huizenga 
Carolyn Lenting 

Jonathan Lubbers 
Jonah Medema 

Jed Ophoff 
Elaina Regnerus 

Benjamin Zandstra 
Cody Zandstra 

Juniors 
Meghan Bennett 

Ryan Benson  
Alyssa Bruinsma 
Andrew De Jong 
Olivia Lindsey 
Meghan Ophoff 
Anna Regnerus 

Caleb Van Overloop 
Blake Zylstra  

Seniors 
Noah Andringa 
Samuel Lenting 
Noah Medema 
Garrett Varner 

High Honors 

Honors 

January 17: HCHS 1st Semester ends; PRCS 2nd Quar-

ter ends 

January 20: Records Day; No School 

February 6, 10: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

February 17: Presidents’ Day; No School 

March 6: Spring Promotional Dinner 

March 18: Beginners’ Day for 2020 Kindergarten class 

March 20: End of 3rd quarter 

April 6-10: Spring Break 

May 8: Jr/Sr Farewell Dinner 

May 8: Kindergarten Program 

May 22: HCHS Music Concert 

May 25: Memorial Day 

May 27-29: HCHS Exams 

May 29: Last day of school (1/2 day) 

May 29: Graduation (7 PM) 
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The Honor Roll is for students who have a 3.0 to 3.499 GPA in a given semester. High Honors are for students who 

have at least a 3.5 GPA. Students must be enrolled in a minimum of 6 courses in a given semester to be considered. A 

semester grade of D+ or lower disqualifies a student from the honor roll. 



HCHS Senior Guest Article 
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 My life has been deeply impacted by my 
four years at Heritage Christian High School. 
Through the ups and downs I have always had sup-
port through this school. Many events have created 
memories here that I will never forget.  

I’ve built many friendships throughout the 
years. In playing sports all four years, we went 
through wins and losses together, many injuries, and 
even a basketball state championship. We worked 
together as a team and spent lots of time together, 
making many memories. Our senior class took many 
trips together, including to the PR Seminary for 
church history class, Dordt College for choir and 
band, and Mackinaw City for our senior class trip, 
just to name a few. These trips 
made our friendships even 
stronger. Having a small class 
gave many opportunities to 
get to know each other well 
on a personal level, and I am 
very thankful for that. We’ve 
gone to school with each other 
since kindergarten and we can 
only grow from here.  

As I leave for college 
in the fall, I am thankful for 
the Christian education that I 
have been given here at this 
school. In each class we 
would learn the information 
from a Christian perspective. 
We know that God has 
worked all things in history 
for His will, created the whole 
earth in perfection, and has 
complete order in all He does. 
This gives us a strong basis to 
go out into the world and be a 
witness to those around us, 
telling others of the wonders of God.  

The seniors have chosen many different 
paths this year. Noah Andringa, Julia Holleman, and 
Ryanne VanOverloop have chosen private colleges 
of Trinity Christian College, Dordt University 
(Sioux Center, Iowa) and Grove City College 
(Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), respectively. Josh Bru-
insma will be attending DeVry University. Libby 

Hillegonds and Garrett Varner will be going to Purdue 
Northwest. Nathan Mancusi and Connor Houck are 
interested in engineering so they have signed up for 
Valparaiso University and Purdue Lafayette. Carlie 
Poortinga will study cosmetology at Paul Mitchell. 
Morgan VanDerGriend will move to Grand Rapids, 
Michigan and attend Davenport University. Also, a 
few students will go right to work. Sam Lenting and 
Thad VanBaren will continue in the family business of 
masonry. Noah Medema will work for Oak Glen 
HVAC. Kole Ward will continue to work at Subway 
and looks forward to become a manager/inspector. We 
are thankful for God showing us the path in which we 
must go and we continue to pray for His guidance in 
our futures.  

I want to thank all those who have supported 
us over the years, such as teachers, parents, grandpar-
ents, ministers, coaches and friends. But most im-
portantly, I thank God who has given us all these won-
derful blessings, more than we ever need or deserve.  
Let us praise Him continually. 

-Morgan Van Der Griend 
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 The Heritage Christian High School Robotics 

teams have just finished up their current season. 

Team 12043 Power Surge is completing their 3rd 

year as a team and has 6 members, while 13377 

Blackout is finishing their 2nd year and has 17 mem-

bers. Every year, FIRST puts together a game in 

which teams are required to build a robot that can 

complete specific tasks. In this year’s game, Rover 

Ruckus, teams could earn points by scoring silver or 

gold “minerals” into a compartment on a lander. 

Points could also be scored by lowering the robot 

from a hook in the beginning and lifting back into the 

air at the end of each match. 

Each team attends qualifying tournaments 

during the season. Depending on their performance in 

these competitions, teams may advance to state. 

From there, teams have the chance of advancing to 

the World Championship. This year, Power Surge 

had a rough start to their season, and didn’t do well in 

the early competitions. However, winning the Think 

Award at their third qualifier allowed them to ad-

vance to state. Blackout on the other hand, did quite 

well in their matches. They qualified for state after 

being on the winning alliance of the first qualifying 

tournament. They also placed 3rd for the Inspire 

Award at one of the tournaments this year. At the state 

competition, Power Surge did very well in matches, 

and was picked to be on an alliance with the 4th seed 

team, as well as winning the Innovate Award at the end 

of the day. Although Blackout did not do as well in 

matches that day, it was a great opportunity to advance 

to the state level. 
 Along with building and competitions, teams 
are also encouraged to do outreach events throughout 
the year. Outreach events for our teams have included 
visiting the 6th grade classroom and attending National 
Robotics Week at the Museum of Science and Industry, 
as well as hosting an open house at school. At the mu-
seum on April 13, both teams set up a booth that peo-
ple could observe. An FTC field was set up in the mid-
dle of the rotunda of the museum, where Power Surge, 
Blackout, and a few other FTC teams that attended 
could compete on. The open house, held in the school 
mezzanine on May 4, allowed people in the community 
to see what FIRST and robotics is all about, as well as 
see the teams’ workspace and watch a few practice 
matches. Several students made posters or other visual 
aids to explain a certain topic for anyone interested. 
This open house, as well as our other outreach events, 
allows us to spread knowledge about FTC and STEM. 

-Josie Ophoff 

Robotics Update 

 


