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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• HCHS Freshmen Orientation 
is scheduled for August 23 at 
7:00 PM at school. 

• The Endowment Fund Golf 
outing is scheduled for Satur-
day, September 22.  We en-
courage you to support our 
school by signing up a team 
or being a hole sponsor. 

• Reserve October 12 for The 
Taste, a fundraiser for our 
Achieve Program.  Look for 
more details to come later. 

REFLECTOR 

 As a new school year fast approaches, we do well to ponder the 

reason we have our covenant school.  By God’s grace, our school exists as 

an extension of our covenant homes.  God commands covenant parents to 

train and instruct their children according to His ways.  Ephesians 6:4 

speaks about our covenant children and instructs fathers to “bring them 

up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  Deuteronomy 6:7 , in ref-

erence to God’s words, judgments, and commandments, calls Israel, the 

church, to “...teach them diligently unto thy children…”  According to Prof. 

Engelsma in his book Reformed Education, our Protestant Reformed 

Christian school, and others like it, exist by God’s grace out of “a demand 

of that covenant… The covenant command is absolutely all-embracing: the 

one child is to be reared entirely in the education and admonition of the 

one Lord of all life.”   

 As parents who have brought our children for baptism, we have all 

made a solemn vow.  I now quote the third question asked of all parents at 

the time their children were baptized.  “Whether you promise and intend 

to see these children, when come to the years of discretion, instructed and 

brought up in the aforesaid doctrine, or help or cause them to be instruct-

ed therein, to the utmost of your power?”  The aforesaid doctrine men-

tioned in this third question is “the doctrine which is contained in the Old 

and New Testament, and in the articles of the Christian faith, and which is 

taught here in this Christian church to be the true and perfect doctrine of 

salvation.”  Our answer to this question about our children’s religious 

training was an affirmative promise.  Our school then, as an extension of 

the covenant home, and our teachers, who stand in the place of covenant 

parents, are demanded to teach our covenant youth the truths of God’s 

Word.      

 This command and demand of the covenant, as all Christian par-

ents know, is a daunting task.  Parents need a great amount of wisdom, 

humility, patience, and many other Christian virtues as they seek to obey 

this command and demand of God’s covenant.  And so our Protestant Re-

formed school as well…  As a school, as teachers, as school board mem-

bers, as administrators, as support staff, as any of us who help out in 
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the school in whatever station, we know the task before us.  Obviously, this 

task cannot be completed or performed on our own strength.  We look to 

God who is our only help in all things including this monumental demand.  

We, of ourselves, are weak and sin cleaves to us daily.  Only God, who 

chooses to use us as weak means to fulfill His will, can work through us 

and make this endeavor flourish.   

 Undoubtedly, our forefathers established and began our grade 

school with this demand of the covenant and its high calling in mind.  Un-

doubtedly, also we ourselves started our high school with this in mind.  And now our schools continue, 

with this calling in mind.  We pray that God will bless us in this endeavor and in this school year.   

 We also ask that you pray for the school that it might prosper and fulfill its calling as we stand in 

the place of parents for a time to instruct our children in all subject areas through the lenses of God’s Holy 

Word.   

 We also do well to pray to God for our covenant youth.  The prayer of thanksgiving which con-

cludes the form for the administration of infant baptism is our prayer.  “We beseech God … that He will be 

pleased always to govern these baptized children by Thy Holy Spirit, that they may be piously and reli-

giously educated, increase and grow up in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they then may acknowledge Thy fa-

therly goodness and mercy, which Thou hast shown to them and us, and live in all righteousness under our 

only Teacher, King, and High Priest, Jesus Christ;  and manfully fight against and overcome sin, the devil, 

and his whole dominion, to the end that they may eternally praise and magnify Thee, and Thy Son Jesus 

Christ, together with the Holy Ghost, the one only true God. Amen.”  

-RVO            

 We welcome the students, parents, and supporters of our school to a new school year. 

 At the annual meeting of the school association, the following men were elected to the school board: 

Matt Bennett, Greg Lenting, James Ophoff, and Dan Terpstra.  We welcome these men to the board and look 

forward to working with them to further the cause of educating our children.  At the organizational school 

board meeting the following men were elected as school board officers for the 2018/2019 school year: Presi-

dent: James Ophoff, Vice President: Phil Van Baren, Treasurer: Matt Bennett, Vice Secretary/Treasurer: 

Dale Lenting, and Secretary: Nathan Vis.   

 The following men have been appointed as chairmen of committees of the school board.  Achieve: 

Stephan De Jong;  Building and Grounds: Joel Zandstra,  Education: Phil Van Baren,  Finance: Matt Ben-

nett, Insurance: Dan Terpstra, Progress and Promotion: Joel Smits, and Transportation: Brad Lenting.   

 At the end of last school year, we had several teacher vacancies for which our school advertised.  With 

the shortage of teachers in the Protestant Reformed schools with which we are federated, we are thankful 

that our teaching staff is complete.  Once again, God has provided us with teachers for our school.  Here is a 

list of our teaching staff: Kindergarten: Becky Maatman, 1st Grade: Karen Terpstra, 2nd Grade: Linda 

Lenting, 3rd Grade: Jeanette Huisken, 4th Grade: Gwen Van Baren, 5th Grade: Josh Mingerink, Junior 

High: Samantha Van Overloop (Andringa), Ben Boverhof, Ryan Van Overloop, Anita Lenting, and Rachel 

Hillegonds.  This school year Rachel and Anita have agreed to teach junior high classes full days on Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Tuesday, Friday respectively.  This allows for some flexibility in the junior high 

class schedule and for some of the larger junior high classes to be split.  The grade school also has several 

part time Discovery Center teachers. Linda Van Baren will teach in as well as administrate the Discovery 

Center.  Joining her in the Discovery Center are Audra Andringa, Adelle Lenting, and Pam Van Baren.  Our 

Achieve teacher is Kristina Huisenga.  David Baldwin teaches music classes in both the grade school and high 

school as well as some junior high English and Literature/Spelling classes.  Our high school teachers are 
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Alyssa De Vries, Ryan Dykstra, Ralph Medema, Karen Van Baren, Bob Vermeer, and David Warner.  

Stacy Bruinsma will teach in the Discovery Center in the high school.  Our school secretary is Cindy 

Poortinga and the janitors are Glen and Jan Huisenga.   

 Several classrooms have moved locations over the summer months.  Please see the map of 

our school building on the following page for the locations of the classrooms. 

 The school seeks your support throughout this year.  We ask you pray for our school.  We 

ask that you support the teachers and board members in their work.  We also ask for your financial 

support.  Several fundraisers for the school are upcoming.  The Endowment Committee golf outing 

is scheduled for September 22.  The Achieve Committee will once again hold The Taste.  The date 

set for this social fundraiser is Friday, October 12.  The board also looks forward to the Fall Promo-

tional Dinner scheduled for November 2. 

 Our school website is www.heritagechs.org.  This website contains many things related to 

the school including our mission statement, school policies, school publications, community and 

athletic calendars, as well as various forms pertinent to school functions.  The format of our website 

will be changing in the near future.  We intend to keep all the same material on our website but the 

website will have an updated look.  This switch will allow us to make more changes to our website 

ourselves instead of always having to wait for changes to be made through our website hosting com-

pany.  Also, this change will be more cost effective for our school. 

 In the past year, the construction in the area around our school continues to flourish.  In-

coming subdivisions and Illiana Christian High School in close proximity of our school has in-

creased the traffic volume of the roads around our school.  We ask that you take caution entering 

and exiting the school grounds.  You are encouraged to use the south entrance of our school which 

allows you to exit to 109th rather than onto Calumet Ave.  109th currently is not as busy as Calumet 

Ave.  Exiting onto 109th will allow you to turn north or south onto Calumet Ave. after coming to the 

stop sign, which is safer than exiting the school onto Calumet Ave. where traffic is moving.  School 

continues to operate our school zone speed limit signs on Calumet Ave. as well.  The speed limit on 

Calumet Ave. when these signs are blinking is 20 mph.  We program these signs to operate a little 

before and after school begins and ends.  Following these posted speed limit signs when the school 

zone speed limit signs are actuated will cause other vehicles on Calumet Ave. to do the same, which 

will increase the traffic safety on the streets around our school. 

 Another note of safety to mention is that all our teaching staff is being recertified in adult 

and child CPR by taking a Heartsaver CPR/AED class.  We have contracted with Take CPR Today 

for this training.    

 The school playground had 

some improvements made to it over 

the summer months thanks to the 

2018 graduating 8th grade class gift 

to the school.  The Building/Grounds 

committee re-mulched the lower 

grade playground and constructed a 

ga-ga ball pit.  You may find 

www.gagaballpit.com to be helpful 

with an explanation of gaga ball. 

 We look forward to another 

school year.  The school year begins 

with a full day of school on Tuesday, 

August 28.      

-RVO 
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WELCOME, MISS GWEN VAN BAREN 

   

 In August of 2001, I entered the doors of Protestant Reformed Christian School an eager 
five year old, ready to start kindergarten. Now, 17 years later, having graduated from PRCS, 
HCHS and Purdue University-Northwest in Hammond, I am excited and eager to teach fourth 
grade in my old school! Four years ago, when I started college intending to become a teacher, I 
never would have dreamed that someday I would be able 
to teach where I spent most of my life. 
 Though most of you may know me already, a little 
background for those who don’t: I am a member of Crete 
PRC, my parents are Phil and Karen, and I have four 
younger brothers who also attended or are attending 
PRCS/HCHS. Some of my hobbies include reading, run-
ning, baking, and hanging out with family and friends. 
 One of my biggest passions is showing students 
that reading is not just schoolwork, but fun! I hope to in-
still a love of reading in all my students. Most important-
ly, though, my desire and drive is to teach students to 
love God, love their neighbor, and see God’s handiwork 
in all creation and in all events. “Bring up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” I look forward to a wonderful year with my stu-
dents!                  

-GVB 

 I was born and raised in Byron Center, Michigan as the third of four children of Don and 

Maureen Mingerink. More people know my Uncle Doug Mingerink and my cousins Doug, Rick, 

and Scott Mingerink than my parents. My sister Tricia Mingerink has also become known for the 

Blades of Actar series that she wrote. I went to church at Byron Center Protestant Reformed 

Church and graduated from Covenant Christian High School. 

After graduating from high school, I went to Grand Valley 

State University to get my bachelor’s degree in Education and 

Group Social Studies with a minor in History. It was during 

my time at college that I met my wife Abby Ophoff at the 

PRCA Convention in California. Abby and I were married in 

May of 2017 and I have been down in the Indiana area ever 

since. I have been working at Dutch American Foods, but I 

am excited to start teaching. We currently live in Crown 

Point, Indiana, a perfect launching point for our trips back to 

Michigan to visit my family. We enjoy taking walks with our 

dog, Banditt, and playing games with our family and friends. 

We also enjoy traveling and look forward to when we can 

travel again.  

 I am excited to start teaching the 5th graders this 

year. This will be a new experience for me since I have never 
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taught the same group of students for every class period throughout their school day. I am 

looking forward to exploring the United States with the students. This is an area that I have en-

joyed since I was little. My family and I traveled all over the US on our family vacations. It 

amazed me how different the various landscapes are throughout the regions of the US. I have 

seen 45 of the 50 states in my lifetime and would love to share with the students the many 

great landscapes and landmarks that make up the country we live in. I am also excited to be 

working with 5th graders because of the excitement they bring to the classroom. One of the big-

gest draws to teaching for me is the interaction with the students. The look on their face when 

they learn something they never knew or that blows their mind is amazing. I feel that 5th grad-

ers are very energetic and receptive to learning about new things. After my experience in the 

public schools during my student teaching, I am looking forward to working with God’s chil-

dren teaching them how God is present in every subject they learn. I know it is going to be a 

very busy school year, but I believe that it will also be very rewarding.  

-JM 

BUS ROUTES 

Some recent changes occurred to the bus stop times, so please take note.  These times are 

estimates and may vary due to construction road closures, traffic, or weather related issues.  

Please be at your stop 5 minutes before the posted times.   

Students waiting for the bus should remain in their cars or wait at least 10 feet from the 

curb of the road.  Students should not proceed toward the bus until the bus has come to a com-

plete stop, the bus door is open, and the bus driver signals them forward.  Our first objective is 

the safety of the children.  Please speak to your children about these safety concerns. 

 

AM PM Location    AM PM Location 

7:25 3:15 Volbrecht Rd.    7:08 3:12 Van Drunen & Klemme 

7:37 3:27 Lynwood Sports Complex, Stony Island 7:16 3:20 Regnerus Driveway 

7:42 3:32 Blink Appliance, Glenwood Lansing Rd 7:18 3:22 Brain Lenting Driveway 

7:53 3:43 Ridgewood Ln/Forest Park Dr, Dyer 7:19 3:23 Mark Lenting Driveway 

8:05 3:55 Arrive at school    7:23 3:27 Lindsey Driveway 

       7:28 3:32 Todd Van Baren Driveway 

          7:42       3:46       Carey St. 

          7:46       3:50       Winding Creek Estates II 

          7:57       4:01       Rhode St. 

          8:04       4:08       Arrive at School 

 

North Bus Route & Schedule    South Bus Route & Schedule 
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ATHLETIC NEWS 

   

 We look forward to another exciting year for the Defenders!  There have been some 
changes for the upcoming fall season.  One change you will notice is that we welcome back Mon-
ica Lindsey to our volleyball program!! Coach Lindsey will be the head volleyball coach and 
Stephanie Regnerus will be assisting her and coaching our Junior Varsity team.  Thank you 
coaches! It is great to have you aboard.  Another change is we plan to have a JV Soccer team.  
Trevor Van Overloop has agreed to coach them, and help Coach Dykstra as well.  We are work-
ing on filling out their schedule to enable us to develop all the talent we have coming into the 
program.  The other exciting news for our sports programs is that we have joined the South 
Shore Conference.  The conference is made up of teams that we already play, but this puts some 
structure to our schedule as we will have a conference tournament for soccer, volleyball and bas-
ketball, which should add some excitement to our seasons.  The other teams in the South Shore 
Conference are Calumet Christian, Hammond Academy of Science and Technology (HAST), 
LaLumiere, Portage Christian, and Victory Christian Academy.   
 The junior high season begins the first week of school.  This year PRCS welcomes a new 
coach as well!  Mr. Josh Mingerink will be handling the junior high boys coaching duties.   
 We would like to reiterate the appreciation we have for our coaches at all levels. Please 
support them in every way possible. 
 The practice schedule, as well as our scheduled games, can be found on our school web-
site under the athletics calendar.  This calendar contains an address or map for the away games 
as well.  If any confusion arises, do not hesitate to email athletics@heritagechs.org.  Please check 
it out and plan to attend some of our games.  We appreciate your support!! 

-TA 

 Our full 2018/2019 academic calendar can be found on our school website at 

www.heritagechs.org.  Here are some main dates you will want to keep in mind. 

August 28: School begins with a full day of school. 

September 3: Labor Day; No school. 

October 12: The Taste; our annual fundraiser for our school’s Achieve Program. 

October 17-19: Teachers’ Convention; 1/2 day of school on 17th and no school on the 18th and 19th. 

October 31: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made Day 

November 8, 12: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

November 16: PRCS Music Concert 

November 21-23: Thanksgiving Break: 1/2 day of school on the 21st. 

December 14: HCHS Christmas Program 

December 20: PRCS Christmas Program 

December 24-January 4: Christmas Break 

January 21: Records’ Day; No school. 

February 7, 11: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

February 18: Presidents’ Day; No school. 

April 1-5: Spring Break 

April 30: Open House 

May 10: Kindergarten Program 

May 23: HCHS Music Concert 

May 27: Memorial Day; No school. 

May 31: Last day of school; 1/2 day of school; Graduation 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
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SCHOOL PICK UP/DROP OFF PROCEDURE 
 Student pick up/drop off procedures are put in place to ensure the safety of our students 

and constituents.  Please follow these procedures at all times when in the school parking lot.  

High school parents, please review the responsibilities of driving by referring to our student/

parent handbook’s policy on student drivers. 

 

Speed 

Speeding is strictly prohibited in the school parking lot.  Drive slowly and carefully at all times.  

Many students will be present just before and just after school; therefore, drive with utmost cau-

tion. The posted campus speed limit is 15 MPH. 

Student Drop Off 

All cars (including high school student drivers) entering the school main drive with the intent of 

dropping student passengers off should drive straight to the front entry under the canopy.  Do 

not turn left until you reach the drive under the canopy.  If other cars needing to drop off stu-

dents can be seen behind you, please drive slowly under the canopy and advance south into the 

high school parking lot up to where the sidewalk curves west.  Advance far enough to allow stu-

dents in other cars behind you to exit their cars at the same time.  Students should exit their cars 

and walk directly westward to the sidewalk.  Students should remain on the sidewalk at all times 

while in route to their school entry door. 

Once you are under the canopy or if you have advanced south into the high school parking lot, 

please keep your car as far to the right as possible.  DO NOT DOUBLE PARK while dropping stu-

dents off.  If at all possible, students should exit the right side of the vehicle. 

After all student passengers have exited your vehicle, student drivers should proceed forward 

slowly to the high school lot.  All other vehicles may turn left to exit immediately or make a U-

turn around the far island in the high school parking lot.  Carefully advance north to the main 

exit or west to the exit past the bus barn. 

Student Pick Up 

Vehicles intending to pick up children should line up single file facing south along the west side 

of the grade school parking lot.  (No grade school children are allowed in the high school parking 

lot until the buses have departed.)  Pull forward behind the car ahead of you and wait for your 

children with your car off or in park.  Vehicles can form a line along the west side of the parking 

lot and continuing around the north island of the parking lot and back south to the main en-

trance along the east side of the parking lot.  Vehicles along the east side of the parking lot may 

form two lines from which every other car may proceed around the north island.  Children will 

be allowed to go to their car once the vehicle has come to a complete stop along the west side of 

the parking lot.  Children should enter the passenger side of the vehicle and not walk around to 

the driver’s side of the vehicle.  Once all your passengers are in your vehicle, you may slowly turn 

left towards the center of the parking lot and proceed to the exit carefully. 

Students will be loading the buses just south of the canopy.  Exercise care not to come too close 

to the buses during school dismissal. 

 

 Teachers will be posted along the cones in the car pick up line.  They will be indicating to 

you to pull as far forward as possible.  Please follow their directions.  This will allow the maxi-

mum number of students to access their vehicles simultaneously.  Thank you for your attention 

to this matter.   


