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Dear Supporters of Heritage Christian High School: 
 

As another school year has ended, we have 
much to be thankful for to our heavenly Father. This 
has been our third full year of providing Biblical, 
antithetical, and solidly Reformed secondary 
education.  That God has blessed us with the means 
to provide this level of training to our covenant 
children is truly something for which to give 
thanks! 

Once again this year, our Latin students 
have scored very well on the National Latin Exam.  
For this exam, students take tests based on their 
grade-level in Latin.  Their scores are then 
compared internationally to all other students taking 
the exam.  Eight students received awards on the 
exam.  We congratulate these students on their 
outstanding achievements! 

 

 
 

1st Place: Martin De Jong & Brandon Huisenga 
2ndPlace: Lori Vermeer & David Warner 
3rdPlace: Tyler De Jong, Erica Kamps, Drew Looyenga                                        
& Paige Swan  
 

This year also marks the completion of our 
first year as a complete four-grade high school, and 
last month we held our first commencement 
ceremony.  On Saturday, May 29, the graduating 
class walked across the platform to receive their 
diplomas. Prof. H. Hanko gave the graduation 
address based on the class text Psalm 40:11  

 
 
 
“ Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O 
Lord: Let thy loving-kindness and thy truth 
continually preserve me.”     
This first graduation was a memorable and 
significant event for our school.  Generations of 
supporters of Protestant Reformed education have 
worked towards this day, and according to God’s 
good pleasure, it finally became a reality.   

We congratulate the graduating class of 
2004. We pray that God’s blessing be upon you as 
you go forward in your lives.  May the education 
that you have received at Heritage Christian High 
School equip you for your respective vocations and 
prepare you well for your calling as citizens in 
God’s kingdom.  

 

 
Class of 2004 
Back (L to R): Joshua Poortinga, Joshua Dotson, 
Timothy Vander Meulen, Jacob Wiersma, Front (L to 
R): Melissa De Jong, Meghan Looyenga, Katie Van 
Baren, Emily De Jong 
 
 Looking forward to next year, the Board is 
pleased to introduce two new teachers: Joel 
Noorman and Valerie Westra.  Mr. Noorman comes 
to us from Jenison, MI.  He graduated from Calvin 
College and will be teaching social studies and 
applied mathematics.  Miss Westra is from Hull, IA.  
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She graduated form Dordt College and will be 
teaching English and Algebra.  We welcome these 
new teachers to our school and to our community, 
and pray that the Lord’s blessing be upon them in 
this coming school year. 
 

        
      Joel Noorman                   Valerie Westra 

 
At the same time as we joyfully welcome 

these new teachers, we sadly say goodbye to Mrs. 
Sue Looyenga.  Mrs. Looyenga will be moving to 
Michigan to teach at Adams Protestant Reformed 
Christian School in the fall.  She has taught at 
Heritage for the past three years and at our 
Protestant Reformed grade school for several years 
before that.  While at Heritage she has taught 
English, Chemistry, Algebra, Latin, and other 
subjects.  She has also been the yearbook advisor 
for the last three years.  Mrs. Looyenga has been an 
integral part of our school.  Her energy and efforts 
will not be forgotten.  She and her family will be 
missed by the school and by the local Protestant 
Reformed community.  Please remember to 
personally thank her for her many years of service.  
 All of the other members of our faculty and 
staff will be returning in the fall.  We thank the 
teachers and staff for their hard work throughout the 
year!  We also thank the many volunteers who 
donate their time to our school.   
 As we look forward to the new school year, 
we will again be growing in size both in terms of 
students and teachers.  As the Lord blesses us with 
numerical growth, we continue to face the challenge 
of providing adequate facilities for our school to 
function.  The building committee has met with 
representatives of Calvary Reformed Church to 
ensure that we will have enough space for the 
coming school year.  Although this arrangement 
provides for our current needs, we continue to 
constantly be hampered for space. Our continued 
desire is a permanent home for our school.  Our 
building committee has been working with the 

building committee of the PRCS to investigate sites 
for a possible combined location.  This land search 
has centered on the St. John and Crete area.  We are 
looking for 30 to 40 acre parcels. As you know, we 
already own the 14.75 acres located behind Peace 
PRC in Lansing, so decisions will have to be made 
at upcoming association meetings as to the direction 
we want our school to take.  We will continue to 
keep the association informed on the workings of 
the building committee.  
 As we look forward to building our own 
school in the near future, we ask for continued 
financial support.  The finance committee reports 
that as of June 1, 2004, we have $575,121 in our 
school building fund.  The board estimates that a 
new school will cost approximately 2.1 million 
dollars and thus to reduce the amount that we will 
have to borrow, we prayerfully ask for your giving.  
The cause of Protestant Reformed secondary 
education is a worthy and God-glorifying cause.  
However, it will not prosper without sacrifice and 
support.  May God bless our efforts.   
 Concerning our general fund, the finance 
committee reports that the envelopes, collections 
and dues received have totaled $77,285.00 of a 
budgeted $90,745.00. The fiscal year ends July 31, 
2004.  The board would like to thank all those who 
have given, and we encourage further giving as we 
strive to meet our budgeted goals.  
 The annual association meeting will be June 
28 at 7:45 PM. We would like to thank our retiring 
board members Earl Kamps, president, Andy 
Birkett, vice president, and Ken De Jong, secretary.  
We thank these men for their years of dedication 
and service.   
 We ask that you keep Heritage Christian 
High School in your prayers.  Have a safe and 
enjoyable summer! 
 
IMPORTANT SCHOOL NOTICE: Start and stop 
time for the 2004-2005 school year has been 
changed to 8:30 a.m. - 3:05 p.m.  
 
In His Service,  
The Board 
 
“ And thou shalt teach them unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up.”  
Deuteronomy 6:7 


